RUPTURE WITH THE CONSERVATIVES

your aims are not sufficiently supported by your official
colleagues. And if I spoke of the reform of the Con-
servative party, I recognise that this task must, in the
first instance, devolve on the Minister of the Interior.
But does Count E. possess the confidence (and sense of
duty!) necessary for its performance? Where will you
find other colleagues, especially another Minister of the
Interior? In the ranks of the National Liberals? The
idea is to me intolerable. Among the Conservatives?
But whom ? The organising and creative spirits in their
ranks are unknown magnitudes, and much as I dislike
our bureaucratic disorder, I am aware that the person
concerned must know it in order to be able to reform it.'

A few days later, on February 25, Roon wrote to his
eldest son:1

'. . . I should prefer to write nothing at all about
politics and conflicts, after writing on the igth on the
basis of a confidential report sent me on the gth to express
to Count Bismarck my regret that matters should have
turned out thus, &c. The shorthand reports which have
been promised me are not likely to change my view of
things; it is impossible for Bismarck to do everything.
The organisation or re-organisation of the Conservative
party, which has become necessary, is rightfully the busi-
ness of the Minister of the Interior, and neither Bis-
marck, nor I, nor Blanckenburg, nor anyone else is offi-
cially called upon to do it. If the one person whose
business it is, is neither inclined nor fitted for it, he lacks
some indispensable qualification for his office, and we may
draw the necessary conclusion and act accordingly. The
loss of any wholesome influence due to Bismarck's atti-

1 Denkwilrtigkeiten^ iii.4 70 &c.
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